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Since reality is now optional under Donald Trump, | interviewed his book. 


Why not, right? Unlike the carroty mogul himself, who is to be inaugurated on Friday, a book can't storm out or 
retreat to an unsecured private Twitter account to change the subject with haughty disdain. 


A book, even a fiery tome penned by a man with no attention span, contains complete sentences. A book is civil. A 
book has manners. A book has answers. 


The book | interviewed was Crippled America: How To Make America Great Again. Published during the wild 
presidential campaign, it debuted on the New York Times bestseller list in 2015 and ignited the passion of Trump 
supporters. 


Part manifesto, part vanity plate, part jeremiad, the 17 chapters crackle with Unabomber-grade warnings, 
grievances and murky prescriptions that, in retrospect, may foretell the next four years. 


Or until the impeachment hearings, whatever comes first. 


The book sat down with me this week in a world exclusive. The book was candid. The book didn't leave a snivelling 
voicemail afterwards from a speeding limo. 


Every answer below is a verbatim quote directly from the book. This is President Trump in his own words. 
Thank you for letting me read you. Why are you scowling on the cover? 


In this book we're talking about Crippled America. Unfortunately, there's very little that's nice about it. So | wanted a 
picture where | wasn't happy, a picture that reflected the anger and unhappiness that | feel, rather than joy. 


But you must be feeling joy now. On Friday, against all odds and the possible long-term survival of the human race, 
you will be sworn in as the 45th president of the United States of America. What can we expect? 


| have outlined plenty of policy initiatives. This is not "the politics of hope." This is "the politics of reality," which only 
a strong businessman like me can develop. 


The same strong businessman who developed Trump Steaks, Trump Vodka, Trump Mortgage, Trump University, 
Trump Taj Mahal, Trump - 


| don't mind criticism. People call me thin-skinned, but | have thick skin. 
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It doesn't seem that way when you're lashing out at sketch comedies on Twitter or hurling outrageous claims at a 
biannual press conference. 


| learned a long time ago that if you're not afraid to be outspoken, the media will write about you or beg you to come 
on their shows. If you do things a little differently, if you say outrageous things and fight back, they love you. 


So Trump America is a reality show? 


| use the media the way the media uses me - to attract attention. And what's funny is that it turns out the best way 
for them to get that attention is to criticize me. 


That is funny. What do you want from your share of the attention? 


The president of the United States is the most powerful person in the world. The president is the spokesperson for 
democracy and liberty. Isn't it time we brought back the pomp and circumstance, and the sense of awe for that 
office that we all once held? 


That would be preferable to the sense of imminent doom. You made a lot of promises during the campaign - 
| don't make promises | can't keep. 

So you have every intention of building the wall? 

Believe me, it can be done. Nobody can build a wall like me. 

How many walls have you built that are visible from space? 

| don't mind putting a big, beautiful door in that wall so people can come in and out . . . LEGALLY. 

Like a fancy Taco Bell where dreams are melted into nacho cheese? 

| own guns. 

What? 


Fortunately, | have never had to use them, but, believe me, | feel a lot safer knowing that they are there. | also have 
a concealed-carry permit that allows me to carry a concealed weapon. My sons Donald and Eric are members of 
the NRA - and so am | - and proud of it! 


What is your biggest concern inside the wall? 


| am concerned for the people who can't buy into the American dream because the financial programs of this 
country are so tilted in favour of the rich. 


You mean, like the rich who exploit the tax code or bankruptcy laws? You almost sound like a Democrat. 


You know who else was a Democrat? Ronald Reagan. He switched, and | switched years ago, when | began to see 
what liberal Democrats were doing to our country. Now I'm a conservative Republican with a big heart. 


Can you give me some examples of this big heart in action? 


I'm rich. | mean, I'm really rich. I've earned more money than even | thought | would - and I've had some pretty big 
dreams. 


So nothing comes to mind? 


The one question | get asked all the time is, "Mr. Trump, how do | get rich?" What they are really asking me is, 
"How do | achieve happiness?" 
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Are you happy? | ask because you always seem agitated, like you just discovered a swarthy groundskeeper at one 
of your golf courses is secretly dating Tiffany and she plans to convert to Islam this spring. 


The same thing is true with having my products made in China or Mexico. 
Huh? 


Some have attacked me for urging that we complain about these countries at the same time I'm having goods 
manufactured there. My response: I'm a realist. I'm a competitor. 


That sounds more like hypocrisy. What about the charge you're a misogynist? There are big protests planned for 
this weekend. 


| treat women no differently than | treat the men who work for me. | give women the responsibility they earn with 
their performance, | pay them the same, promote them accordingly, and, when they mess up, fire them the same. | 
couldn't be more proud of my record with women. 


Would your ex-wives vouch for that record? 


Truthfully, | was a much better father than | was a husband, always working too much to be the husband my wives 
wanted me to be. | blame myself. 


You rarely blame yourself. Has this journey changed you? 
I'm a nice guy. | really am. But | have a nasty habit that most career politicians don't have: | tell the truth. 


Speaking of which, is it fair to say you believe in climate change about as much as you believe in flying to Detroit in 
economy class or reading other books? 


If you go back in history, you'll find that the biggest tornadoes we've had in this country took place in the 1890s, and 
the most hurricanes occurred in the 1860s and '70s. Violent climate "changes" are nothing new. 


But the vast majority of scientists - 


The tax reforms I'm proposing address all those problems by simplifying the tax code for everybody: My goal is to 
put Hamp;R Block out of business. 


| thought the goal was to create jobs? 


| mean, | don't understand how we can put a man on the moon but we can't fix the potholes on the way to O'Hare 
International Airport. 


According to one economic forecast - 


| think the Bible is the most important book ever written - not even close. Perhaps The Art of the Deal is second. 
Just kidding! 


Thank you for taking the time to let me puzzle over 169 pages of bonkers. 
My name has become one of the greatest brands in the world. | know how to win. 
Thanks again. 


| like what Jay Leno said at the ceremony to unveil my star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame. "It's now official," he 
proclaimed. "There is no place in America that doesn't have the Trump name on it." 


Will he be at the Inauguration? 
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| think my parents must have known how proud | would be to be an American: | was born on Flag Day, June 14! 
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